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OPERATION SEA LORDS SUMMARY

During the month of October, Operation SEA LORDS completed its first
year of operatins and continued to increase its effectiveness in accomp-
lishing its major cbjectives which are: (1) the interdiction of enemy
infiltration into the Mekong Delta region from Cambodia; (2) the pacifi-
cation of vital trans-Delta waterways for domestic commwerce in order to ex-
tend the influence of the government of Vietnam; (3) the harassment of the
enemy in his base areas, disrupting his plans, and keeping him off balance.

The first of these objectives, to interdict enemy infiltration from Can-
bodia, came as a result of logical thinking after the 1968 Tet Offensive in
IV Corps when the VC continued to enjoy ample quantities of arms and ammi-
nitim despite the fact that Market Time operations had effectively stopped
infiltration from the sea. The following statistics are provided for the
first ysar as a partial measure of the effectiveness of the ongoing border
interdiction operations which provided a continuous barrier adjacent to
the Cambodian border from north of Tay Ninh City to Ha Tien on the Gulf of

Thailand.
TRAN GIANT BARRIER

HING DAO  SLINGSHOT REEF TOTAL
START OF OPS 21 NOV 68 6 DEC 68 2 JAN 69
DURATION 329 3 280
FIREFIGHTS 203 938 280 1206
MINING INCIDENTS 17 n 6 11
MUNITIONS CACHES 2 209 1 212
WETGHT (TONS) 9.9 128.6 Al 145.2¢
CACHES (OTHERS) ] 18 (] 18
WEIGHT (TONS) o 376.8 o 362.1»
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# Totals include 6.3 tons munitions and 5.3 tans other material captured

during engagements with barrier operations forces. Intelligence reports

indicating enemy plans to attack patrol craft:

123 163 19 305 :
Combat losses as-of 18 October: . }
ENEMY KIA us 7Lk 159 2208 "
CAPTURED 26 22y ué 296
U.S./GVN KIA 22 1L, 20 186
U.S./GVN WIA 9 1130 130 1451

In addition to the statistics, the effects of the SEA LORDS effort must
be considered as instrumental in lessening the frequency and shortening the
duration of the enemy "high points." As more and more waterways are closed
to him, enemy supplies are backing up resulting in well documented reports
(intelligence) of enemy units in the Delta being improperly equipped. Their
plight becomss more apparent as continued intelligence reports indicate that

the enery is short of rice during the harvest season when rice is sasiest to

obtain,

Just as important are the intangible results of all the SEA LORDS came
paigns vhich allow inhabitants along the waterways greater safety and free-
dom to move about in arsas formerly controlled by the VC, thus enhancing
aconomic development and the image of the government of Vietnam.

The means to accomplishing these objectives can be seen in the discussimn

of the individual SEA LORDS campaigns and operations which follows and which
includes several nev cperations. SEA LORDS statistics for October are in-
cluded in this section while a Task Organizaticn Table is located at the end

of the summary.
CINFIDINTIAL 2
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Giant Slingshot Campaign

The manth of October sav increased participation by Vietnamese forces
in Operation Giant Slingshot with the assignment of the 2nd Battaliom of
the Vietnamese Marine Corps and RPG-53, consisting of 20 VNN PBR's, to
fiant Slingsh;)t in a continuing refinement of an already highly effective
interdiction operatim. The VNMC Battalion becams a pert of C1G 154.9
3 October and canducted amphibious gnd various defensive operations
along the Vam Co Dong River in canjunction with naval units (see VNMC sec-
tion of the swwwmry for details). The VNN FER's of RFO-53 commenced inter-
diction operaticns ca the Van Co Dang and Vam Co Tay Rivers cn 26 October
with ten PBR's working out of Ben Luc (CTE 194.9.0.1) and ten PBR's worke
'i.ng out of Tan An (CTE 19k.9.4.1). After conducting the turnover and in-
doctrination of RFG-5) wnits assigned to Tan An, RIVDIV 573 vas shifted
to Tuyen Nhon and assumed responsibility for Barrier Reef East.

In close praximity to Tuyen Nhon, a new operation was carried out in
October. Called the Xinh Gay Canal Extension Operation (short title: Deep
Channel), its purpose was the evaluation of demolition methods for clearing,
extending, and camecting the Kinh Gay and Kinh Lagrange in the vicinity of
XS 370 902 where the two canals approach within two miles of each other.
Ultimately, this would provide a patrol route for river craft and estadblish
a cordon to enexy infiltration from the tip of the "Parrot's Beak" southwest
alag the Bo Bo Canal. The feasibility of accomplishing this goal was proved
by Deep Channel forces on 18 October when E(D and RAD units, using military
explosives (MXB MCD 2 Hose), extended the Kinh Lagrange 200 feet in length
and 30 feet in width at a depth of five feet (vic IS 358 876); and again on
22 October when E(D and RIVDIV 552 units extended the Kinh Oay 100 feet by 28

feet by six feet (vic XS 377 906) and widened to 35 fest the canal along a 300 ft.
CONFIDENTIAL L
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stretch (vic 417 934). Upon completion of the evaluatian, the Kinh Cay Canal

Special Operations Group was dissolved with all units reverting to their
parent commands (for task organization, see task crganizatimn section of

the summary).

In addition to the new activity above, the overall activity level in-
creased in the Giant Slingshot area of operatiomns during October. The hos-
tile fire incidents encountered by friendly forces,which averaged 120 per
month during the previcus six months, increased from 56 in September to 67
in October while the number of enemy killed by frienxdly forces increased
more significantly from 146 last nnth to 279 this mnth. Even with the in-
creased number of enemy killed, USN/VNN casualties remained the same at 13
wounded, however, friendly casualties incressed substantially during the
pericd primarily as a result of the first of the Giant Slingshot incidents
recorded below.

While participating in a joint/combined USN/VIM/MSF cperation with RIV- -
DIV 511 and RAID 70 units, two MSF companies wers pinned down by heavy auto-
matic weapmns fire at 0825 on 2 October 21 miles nerth northwest of Moc Hoa
(WT 825 187). An Arny Hunter/Killer team arrived on the scene at 0900 to
assist, and while putting in air strikes, cne of the helos was shot dowm.
Troops of a third MSF company, who had been retained aboard the boats, were
quickly inserted to provide a security perimster aroad the dowmed aircraft.
At 0910, TAC AIR was called in arriving at 1010 about the same time that the
enemy automatic weapmns fire began to be augmented by B-LO and mortar fire.
The ground troops were unable to withdraw until 1400 when they began pulling

3 CQNFIDENTIAL
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back under the cover of continuing TAC AIR strikes, and support was received ' )
from a company of special forces troops who had been moved into the vicinity
by helo alang with 105mm howitzers. By 1700, all the troops had moved cut

of the cntact area and by 1930 had been extracted by USN/VNN units and vere =
on their way to a site for regrouping, determining casualties, and setting T . @
up night defense positians. Aircraft and artillery continued to fire into
—h__ U -
ORIGIN OF ENEMY FIRE L \.II oz
cQ e \ . @
saweOil \ 1
S Wi i
:'-'WHH‘EEHH a h S
JINNED SO b
( )
ﬁ:ﬂ j.--l‘/JI I i -'_.
HELD $ L
"‘1 S
';ﬁi ﬁf :' 5
: E) P
EXTRACTED ,-; -9
T '..-_._'-_.
s ¥ i
SET NIGHT vl
_DEFENSE POSITIONS g e
S F COMPANY AND : e
TWO 105 MM K
CANNONS MOVED o o
IN BY HELO @
o 2 I} ’ -
MILES
- the area during the night receiving sporadic retumn fire while RIVDIV 511 . . ) .
PBR's acd USA helos attempted to locate numerous troops missing in actiomn. -
The firal outcome of the engagement was: 25 VC/NVA killed and 17 wounded >
vith friendly casualties amounting to 2hi MSF troops killed and 21 wounded, -_'.;:::'
e USA troop wounded, and one MSF troop missing. Airstrikes during the e
CONFIDEXTTAL 6 h
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: ".
action destroyed numerous hguﬂy fortified enesmy bunkers and trenches. !
As a result of this engagement, the desireability of having a 105ms equipped :
; Monitor assigned to joint operations in areas not covered by permanent ar- ;
] tillery was pointed out. -.
» Also on the night of 2 October, while the previous action was taking :
place, a Tango and 2ippo boat of .TU 194.9.5 received B-LO and recoiless
; rifle fire as they operated an a small canal off the Vax Co Dong River ".
-! four miles up river from Go Dau Ha (XT 335 276). The Zippo made a flame ‘
; run on the cantact site, and artillery and aiditional aflost units (PER's)
1 were requested. The artillery reaction time taking four minutes. Army
% LHFT ard Bronco aircraft placed sirstrikes,and FPBR's made firing runs in l ::
i the grea. The following morning a sweep was canducted by district RF/PP A
f troops ho discovered 12 blood trails, three B-LO rocksts, 1 RF0-7 launcher,
i and soms propaganda leaflets. Friendly caswalties were three USN slightly )
; wounded. ) 9.
:
f The next sigiificant incident to occur took place six miles dowm river
; from Go Dau Ha (XT L10 155) on the evening of 3 October when two TU 194.9.5 ’
; PBR's o normal patrol spotted a man on the bank running toward a clump of -._
; plowed up earth. The units turned, made a firing run, and shortly there- s
f after cbserved a green cluster flare and two or thres more men running. At
! this time, the PER's, receiving automatic weapons fire, requssted and ob- .
3

tained artillery illumination, in addition, Seswolves and Black Panies were

scrambled. When a man was seen waving his arus on the beach, a cesse fire
was ordered, and U. S. troops began standing up. The scramble was cancelled.
It was deternined that the man originally seen cn the bank was the Army wnit's ..

7 CONFIDENTIAL -
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Kit Carson Scout who ran vhen he heard the boats approaching. The US4
troops taken under fire were from "C" Corpany 2/27 Infentry, and mnfor-
tunately, ane of the three soldiers wounded in the mishap died. The
daily operations schedule for the 2/27 Infantry did not list any night
Arny positions closer than 700 meters to the positimn of the troops when

the shooting began.

Croesing back to the"left river"of Giant Slingshot, the Vaa Co Tay, a
curious event occurred on the night of 6 October. 7Two ASPB's of TU 194.L.4
set 2 WBGP four miles northwest of Tuyen Nhan and placed a four PSID (Pas-
sive Seismic Intrusica Detector) perimstsr around the boats on the north
bank. later, upon receiving activations on PSID No. 3 backed up a visual

sighting of these perscrmel, the area was taken under fire, and the activa-

tions ceased. About 30 xinutes latsr, the activations began again an PSDD

No. 3, and the area was taken under fire sgain, however, this times the acti-
vations continued. It was suspected at the tims that the continued activa-
tim was the result of damage to the device caused by friendly fire. The
next morning when Duffel Bag units retwrned to the area to rstrieve the
PSID's, it was discovered that PSID No. 3 had been removed and that there

vas a trail leading away from the area where it had been planted.

Vietnamese Navy RAID 71 units set a joint/combined WEGP on 8 October
vhich resulted in 6 VC kdlled. Two ASPB's, a Boston whaler, and one platoon
of U. S. Army Raiders opened fire an the VC when their presence was detected
along the banks of the Doc Ma Canal seven miles southeast of Ben Luck just
off the Vam Co Dong River (XS 663 683). A1l the units received return small
arms fire, but there were no friemdly casualties. After suppressing the enexy

CONFIDENTIAL 8
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fire, the area was cleared vhils Black Panies (overhead in two nimutes)
placed g strike.

Further up the Van Co Dng River, six miles to the west of Tay Ninh ;
City (XT 162 422), four TU 194.9.5 craft were in night WBGP on 11 October :
on the north bank of the river when they heard novo;lmt on the beach. then
the two to three VC approached within 15 feet, the boats broke WBGP and
made two firing runs. At 0237, artillery was requested,and in the ten ‘min-
utes that ensued prior to the"first round on deck" the heavies, Monitor and
ATC, moved in and put 81m mortars into the area. Also, during the lulls
between artillery vollies, the heavies put mortar amd MK-19 fire into the
area. While the patrol officer was spotting artillery, a PBR crewman using
an KD (night cbservatim device) cbserved persons running along the south
bank. The heavies immdistely commenced mortar, MX-19, and LOmm cannan fire
while artillery was being readjusted to the south benk. This actimm in which
three VC were probably killed represents a good example of the use of heavies
to react in support of PﬁR WEGP's and to provide immediate heavy firepower
during lulls in artillery fire.

Three days having elapsed aince their last significant enemy coantact,
RAID 71 units were back at it on the night of 11 October. Two ASPB's, a
Boston Whaler, and a platomn of U. S. Army Raiders were involved in the
action which took place four miles northwest of Ben Luc an the Vam Co Dong
River (XS 590 789) and accounted for nine VC killed. The W Navy units,
while in WEOP, sighted and opened fire an eight of the VC while they were
approaching the boats. As the boats pullsd away, they received small arms
automatic weapans fire from both banks of the river which was suppreased,
and an additional VC was killed in the exchange. After a Black Pony airstrike

9 CQNFIDENTIAL 5
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a sweep of the area revealed numercus blood trails and drag marks. There
were two friendly casualties in the action: cne USA raider and cie USH
sdvisor, INS ¥illiam M. Dewey, slightly wounded.

A scramble of TU 194.9.8 Seawolves cn the night of 13 October was con-
ducted in support of U. S. Arwy troops in contact six miles northeast of
Tan An (XS 615 715). The LHFT placed multiple rocket and machine gun at-
tacks on the estimated squad sise mit. U. S. Army troops in a subsequent
sweep discovered four VC killed by the airstrike.

Five days later, a triangular arrangement of enemy caches was discovered
by 25th ARVN Divisiocn troops who had been inserted by VNN ATC's. The caches
were located in a pineapple field at IS 539 832, XS 542 832, and XS 542 836
and contained the following itemss 145 82mm rounds; 150 82mm booster kits;
38 B-LO rockets; 38 B-LO boosters; and SO 75ms recoiless rifle rounds. There
was no enemy cantact, and a1l the material recovered was retained by the
ARVN wnits.

Four miles to the southeast of the triangular cache, U. S. Navy SEilL's
wmcovered a large cachs in the Bo Bo Canal on 22 October at a point where
a dike crosses the watervay in a heavily wooded area (XS 493 792). The
find was in conjunction with an underground search and area recannaissance
operation conducted by U. S. Army and Navy mits along the Bo Bo Canal (a
vatervay which bisects the angle formed by the Giant Slingshot Rivers).
The total ordnance recovered during the 72 hour Mtim was 20, 82mm
mortar rounds; 14 107mm rockets; 13 75m recoiless rifle rounds; L AK-L7's;
1 case of AK-L7 ammmitin; 3 U. S. Claymore mines; S grenades; 1 gas mask;
and 1 55 gallen drum of INT (badly deteriorated). A1l of the heavy ordnance
vas in excellent candition nnd was sealed in metal cotainers. There was no

enexy contact.
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On the night of 25 October, eneay contact was made by a USN and VNN

.

ASPB established in WBGP with 25 U. S. Army Raiders two milss north of
the canfluence of the Vam Co Dng and Vam Co Tay Rivers in the vicinity )
of the Xon Bo Canal (XS 722 652). Shortly after moving into position, :
the patrcl officer aboard the VNN ASFB detected movement an the west

bank of the Vam Co Dong whereupon the two U. S. ATC's acting as a blocking
force an that river beached, their embarked USA snipers taking under fire
and killing three VC. As the ATC's pulled away from the bank, they began
receiving fire from both banks; all four crafts mede firing runs. Two
large groups of enemy troops (20-30 men) were spotted along the west bank,
and the boat clearad to the north as Seawolves put in a strike which was

followed by OV-10 strikes and a TAC AIR strike. Three VC were killed in
the actin, and thers were no friendly casualties with the exception of a f
helo that was hit by enenmy fire forcing it to returm to Bea Luc.

1 CONFIDENTIAL
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Two boats of RivDiv 593 churn along 2 riverbank, hoping to spot sions of
of enemy activity. The division's 54 sailors man nine river patrol boats

(PBRs).  (OFFICIAL U. S. NAVY PHOTOGRAPH)
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Operation Ready Deck -

Soon after the initial exploration of the upper Saigan River in July
by River Division S54, which traveled as far up the river as the village
of Tri Tam, 35 miles northwest of Saigen (XT L83 k70), regular combat op-
erations by TF 116 PBR's in conjunctiom with the 1st Infantry Divisiom,
USA, were instituted on the Saigan River. On 11 August, RIWDIV 571
traveled from Nha Be to Phu Cumng, therebdy daubli.rig the number of PBR
divisims fighting the VC in the upper Saigmn area. Other combat forces,
including the Vietnamese RAG 2L, the Sth ARVN Division, local RF/PF
forces, and the 82nd Airborne Division, USA, further expanded the successful

operation.

On 10 October, the nickname "Ready Deck® was officially proclaimed as
the carbined USN/VNN operation on the upper Saigmn River assigned to in-
terdict eneryy lines of commmnication. Fiwe days later an 15 October
"Ready Deck" was designated as a SEA LOHDS operation. The USN commander,
CTU 116.9.1, assumed the task force designatim CT0 194.6 and the title
Interdictin Commander, Upper Saigon River. River Divisicn 531 becams
TU 194.6.1 and RIVDIV 571 became TU 194.6.2.

VWorking from their base at Phu Cumng (XT 803 140), nine miles north of
Saigm, the two FBR divisians canducted river patrols and troop lifts, and
established waterborne guardposts from Phu Cumng upstream 35 miles to Tri
Tan (XT 803 140 to XT 834 L70). Operaticns were also carried out an the
Thi Tinh River that channels into the Saigon River five miles upstream
from Pt Cumng (XT 755 205).

3 CONFIDENTIAL

°
LR
| @
"

. @
L. 4

[ )
B e iRy T e
R
® e "
iy
e
-'_.~.'AA~
;-'d&:-':u
- -

.n

L

:'.:t

o
-——
_‘.j_
SR
— 9
- ’--_
i . m

.I
=3

3

& _..'_.

L]



i b

R T N

e,

CONFIDENTTAL

Although the statistics for Ready Deck anly reflect the results in
the area after it was established as s SEA LORDS operstian, they are in-
dicative of the strong enemy resistance and the definite success of the
USK, VNN, USA, ARVN, and RF/PF forces in the area. Since 15 October USN
and VNN units have accounted for 69 VC killed (including 23 probable). In
the same time frame they reported six hostile fire incidents.

Intelligence information and captured documents were particularly grat-
ifying in that they pointed to the extreme difficulty that the enemy was
having in moving food, men, and supplies on the upper Saigan River. To
comteract the US/GYN operations, the enemy have been forced to try and
locate new and safer crossing points.

The more successful operations for the navy wnits have been in the
night WBGP's. Eight miles northwest of Phu Cueng (XT 682 224) on the
evening of 22-23 October, LTJG Roahen, the patrol officer, and two PBR's
of TU 194.6.2 were disguised almng the bank in WBGP. Several hours after
nidnight, the PBR crews \‘riauslly detected an estimated 15 VC crossing the
river; south to north, using inner tubes and one 15 foot sampan as the
means of conveyance. When the VC were appraximately ten meters from the
north bank, the PBR's broke the guardpost and charged the enery with
weapons blazing. After two more firing runs, the PBR"- returned to the
cantact area to ascertain the extent of damage. Five dead VC were strewm
among the floating debris. Five more VC wers probably killed. The PBR
crews were able to recover two AK-L7's, e Czech rifle, a small quantity
of ammmition, some food stuffs, and miscellsneous personal gear. After
the FBR cleared the position, artillery was placed in the area.
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CONFIDENTIAL

A similar action took place an the evening of 23 October. 1IJG

Young, in charge of two PBR's in a waterborne guard post upstrean from

the morning action in the previous paragraph (IT 641 319), spotted seven
swinmers attempting %o cross the Saigon River from north to south. En-
ploying a slightly different tactic, the young officer called in artillery
11lumination and then directed the PER weapans an the swimmers. Closing
the location of the swimmers, the FBR's sighted five dead VC bodies and
collected seven packs, ane AK-47, two AK-47 magasines, two U. S. hand gren-
ades, some documents, clothing,and rice. After the PBR's had cleared to

the south, artillery wes called into the suspected location of the two
swimners who had escgped.

15 CONFIDENTIAL
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CUNFIDENTIAL

Border Interdiction Campsign

At the end of October, the Border Interdiction Campaign had 141 USM
and VNN River craft assigned along with six USN helos. The continued
build up of friendly forces and waterborne guardposts in the Border In-
terdiction Campaign had a significant effect on enemy operations during
the month as enemy casualties soared from 85 killed and two wounded in
Septenber to 308 killed, 13 wounded, and two captured in October. An in-
dication of the difficulty caused the enemy by the numercus WBGP's is the
fact that during the mnth there were several instarccs in which large
enemy forces tried to fight their way across the Vina Te Canal while di-
recting mortar fire at the boats in a seldom used tactic. The enemy
seems to prefer attempting to breach the Tran Hung Dao barrier rather
than effect the extensive commo-liaison reorganization that would be re- '
quired if he were forced to make end runs through the coastal waters of
northwest Kien Giang Province or down the Bassac/Mekmg River Corridor.

As in the Giant Slingshot Campaign, Vietnamese farces took on incroudh
respmsibility in the Border Interdictimn Campaign during October. On the 23rd
ten of the 20 boats of RFG-Sh arrived at YRBM-20 (WS 183 825) for patrols in
the Tran Hung Dao area of operations assuming task designator CTE 194.4.3.3,
after which, River Division 551 was relocated to YREM-21 (WS 390 899) and
commenced patrolling Barrier Reef West. In addition, at month's end, VNN's
‘were on their way to Chou Doc to man Kemer ski barges that are to be added
to the Vinh Te Canal interdiction effort. In an earlier change, the USS
JENNINGS CQUNT! (LsT 846) .rolieved the USS HINTERDON COINTY (LST 638) and
chopped to CTG 194.L m 16 October assuming duties as Commander Ha Tien
1ST (CTU 15k.L.L). The same day, HAL 3, DET 3 embarked for operations.

CONFIDENTIAL 16
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On the first day of the month, a RAD 132 AIC was in night WBGP an the
Vinh Te Canal 16 miles nartheast of Ha Tien (VS 640 634) when two sampans
carrying five people were sighted crossing the canal from south to north.
Taken under M-16 and M-79 fire, the enemy personnel disappeared into the :
water. A Branco aircrn.tt‘ Jn the air that had diverted to assist sighted

e 50

three additional sampans from which light small arms fire was received. .
A resdy reaction force was then requested from Vinh Gia, and LS troops

were provided %ho conducted a sweep under illumination provided by a Viet-
namese outpost. The troops captured some documents revealing names of
commo-1iaison women in the area and the amount of ammmition and location

In addition to the troop sweep, an airboat/LHFT sweep was !

of a cache.
canducted prior to daylight and was followed after daybreak by a two hour

—— - g

sweep by 19 USN personnel in assorted craft, 2 U, S. Army troops, and 50
CIDG. Total results of the incidents were thres VC killed, five VC prob-
ably killed, two prisoners captured, eleven sampans destroyed ard two
damaged, and a large amount of VN women's clothing captured. Later in the
day, in conjunction with the same incident, an army 1LOH and airboats con-
ducted an additicnal sweep to the east (vic VS 662 515) killing five VC,
destroying eight huts, and capturing 16 sampans, 2,500 pounds of rice, and

S0 rowds of AX-47 ammmition.

Three days later an 4 October, two PBR's of RIVDIV 51l were in night WBGP
on the Vinh Te Canal when one of the boats located two miles south of Chou
Doc (WS 099 827) received small arms fire from a tree line north of the canal
as three sampans were sighted appraximately 200 meters to the ncrth having
‘been observed coming out of Cambodia. As the FER returned fire, the sampans
evaded into the tree line, which was then marked with traces of fire enabling

17 CONFIDENTIAL
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a Black Pony aircraft to put in multiple rocket strikes. About thirty min-
utes later, personnel an the second PBR, which was under RMC Cruel and located
L miles down the canal, heard movement and voices from four locatins. After
continuing to monitor the area for over ane half hour, three VC were sighted
in front of the boat, and the area was taken under fire and illuminated. A

e W

sweep at daybreak turned up the fcllowing: 2 VC killed, three sampans
destroyed, one sampan damaged, and miscellaneous uniforms and ponchos captured
aleng with 35 assorted Chicom and NVA band grenades and some sapper material.
There were no friendly casualties.

On the same day, another PBR of RIVDIV Sili, while moored alangside YREBM-16,
was subjected to what appeared to be a possible sabotage. OM3ISN Herring dis-
covered a concussion grenads, with pin removed, under a 60mm white phosphorous
mortar round in a boax which contained ten assorted rounds of WP and high ex-
plosive 60rm mortar amrmmition. The pin was found lying beside the ammo bax
and was carefully reinserted in the gremade. The grenade was thrown overboard. i
An immediate inspection of all other boats at YREM-16 was conducted with neg- '

ative results.

Two Tango boats and a PER from RAD 132 and RIVDIV S35 were in night WBGP
19 miles east northeast of Ha Tien (VS 726 613) on the Vinh Te Canal an hour
and a half before midnight on B October when Tango Boat 2L detected a sampan
with three VC crossing the canal from north to south. T-2 initiated fire as
the sampan pulled into a rice paddy at about 50 meters range. FPBR 27 provided
60rm illumination and HE mortar fire an both-banks as T-23 provided a cross
fire. Several minutes later, T-23 persamnel cbserved lights moving north froa ;
the contact area and took them under fire with T-24 providing supporting fire.
A USN 1HFT arrived shortly thereafter and detected three additional sampans

CONFIDENTIAL 18
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which were destroyed by machine gun and rocket attacks. During this time,
T-2L; destroyed another sampan. A sweep canducted htar'by airboats and CIDG
troops turned up ane NVA killed and many pieces of sampans in the area. Since
the ;vam depth in the area is appraximately ten feet, a complete sweep was
precluded, however, 11 enexy were considered as probable kills. There were
negative friendly casualties. '

Less than two hours later, six miles to the east (VS 833 614) three ad-
ditional RAD 132 and RIVDIV 535 craft in night WBGP sighted two sampans with
appraximately eight persans embarked about 100 meters from PBR 722. As the
PBR ppmed fire, th: sampans evaded northward, one of them sinking in the
process. T.e second sampan was caught in a crossfire as T-19 opened up an
it. A USN LHFT in the contact area placed a strike and Monitor 3 illuminated
the area until a sweep was conducted at daylight. CIDG troops found one NVA
killed, two rifles, some grensdes, and various additional gear and documents.

It ia also estimated that seven enemy were probably killed.

Two Seawolves were an routine patrol 3l miles east of Chou Doc and six
miles north of the Kinh Ong Ln en 1 October when they sighted eight san-
pans at WS 670 880. After obtaining clesrance from DSA Dang Tien and CTG
194.4, Seawolves 309 and 318, piloted by LT McCallum and LTJG Ross, placed
rocket and machine gun strikes in the area. All the sampans were destroyed,
and a post attack search for movement/survivors produced negative results.

It is estimated that 18 enemy were killed and five wounded in the attack.

Back in the Tran Hung Daoc area of operations an the evening of the 20th
of October, intelligence reports began coming in from Vietnamese Special

19 CONFIDENTIAL
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Forces at Vinh Gia t.lnf. 150 to 200 VC NVA were positioned near the Cubcdm
border 18 miles northeast of Rach Gia (VS 680 6L0) and that they would attempt
to cross the Vinh Te Canal which was 1200 yards to the south. At 1501, an

ATC in WBGP in the crossing area cbserved a flare burning on the ground direct-

1y north of its positian (VS 675 630). At 2130 another flare was sighted,

and shortly thereafter an ASPB in WEGP 1,000 yards to the west of the ATC

opened fire n nine enemy personnel in three sampans. Twenty minutes later,

VN Special Forces reported 150 enemy moving southeast, and the area in that
direction was taken under artillery and mortar fire (vic N/S grid line VS
670). Meanwhile, the VN Special Forces had assembled about 150 troops at

Vinh Gia and transported them by sampan and whaler into the contact area

vhere they commenced a sweep from the west (VS 64O 63L4). During the sweep,
the troops were supported by a Monitor which fires 105mm Beehive rounds

ahead of the advancing troops and by other WBGP units which illuminated the
area as the troops made contact with the enemy at four separate locations.

One of the guardpost units, while illuminating with a searchlight, received
three 82mm mortar rounds close aboard. Earlier in the action, another wnit
had observed three explosias near its stern which were believed to be caused
by mortars. As a result of the sweep, seven VC bodies were found along with
four SKS and three AK-47 rifles. At 2230, a general harassment of VN outposts
in the area began apparently in support of the attempted crossing. Four afloat
wmits provided supporting fire for the outposts, and Seawolves put in rocket
and machine gun strikes which drew automatic weapons fire from the ground.
Yhen the Seawolves reached a low fuel state, Black Ponias were requested and
continued the strikes. At 2213, threes additimal 82mn mortar rounds wers
fired at WBGP units, and the Black Ponies shifted their strikes to the enemy
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mortar location. All firing ceased at 0015, and later intelligence reports
indicated that a battalion sized unit estimated at 270 VC had massed between
/S gridlines 66 and 68 with the intemntion of crossing between N/S 690 and
695. Total results for the action were 11 VC killed and 20 VC probably
killed. There were no friendly casualties.

Just before davn on 21 October, an ATC  involved in the previous action
was sitting in WBGP after a lang night when what appeared to be a coconut
drifted downstream and stopped alongside the bout'. Considering this a rather
unusual phenomena, a closer observation was made proving the "curious™ co-
camut to be the head of a man who was clinging to the craft's bar armor.
Three cancussion grenades were dropped, and the swimmer submerged and did
not surface. A check was made of the hull for mines with negative results.

The following morning at 020L, PCF-35 under LTJC Zumwalt was in WBGP five
miles northeast of Ha Tien when noises were heard on the west bank of the Rach
Ciang Thanh followed by the sighting of a nurber of sampans in a small canal
(vs L78 522); PCF-35 initiated fire. No return fire was received as the
enemy persannel evaded into a nearby treeline, Right after it was light, a
company of troops swept the area and found three NVA bodies, two destroyed
sampans, six AK-47's one U. S. carbine, ane Chicom carbine, 7,000 roumnds of
AK-l47 amrmition, nine AK-47 magazines, 16 60mm mortar rounds, eight S7mm
mortar rounds, 20 B-LO rockets and 80 boosters, two Russian anti-tank gren-
ades, and five pounds of miscellaneous carmed food, clothing, and papers.

In additian, three sampans were captured. Sweeping troops determined that
PCP-35 had intercepted five sampans that were attempting a crossing from

west to east.
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CUNFIDENTIAL

PBR's of RIVDIV S15 were in WEGP positian 19 miles dus east of Chau Doc
an the Dong Tien Canal (WS LLS 821) during the night of 22-23 October whem

they observed three sampans approximately LOO meters away an the north bank

of the canal. After the sampans were cbserved proceeding south for appraxi.

mately ten minutes and with clearance from DSA Dong Tien, they were taken
under fire. Black Pony aircraft were diverted from patrol to assist and were

" overhead in ten minutes and placed a strike in the area. A Black Pany sighted

another group of sampans nearby and received small arms fire from the pass-
The aircraft
retaliated by placing multiple rocket strikes in the area which suppressed
the ground fire. They then departed because of a low fuel state and were
relieved by Seawolves five minutes later which placed strikes on the sampan
resulting in eight sampans destroyed and three VC killed (BC). After the
strike, two personnel were sighted emerging from the contact area. They
were detained by PBR's in the arca and were later turned over to U. S. Army
advisors at Tram Chin. A few minutes after the action ended, three more
sampans were sighted crossing the canal at WS LLO 821. When they attempted
to evade, the PBR's initiated firs and destroyed them. Black Pmy aircraft
arrived on the scene' five minutes later and provided illumination for the
Seawolves., They also delivered a strike on a partially camouflaged barge
and several sampans. They drew no return fire. The enemy lost 17 sampans
and one barge in this action, and seven VC were killed (BC) and 12 VC were
probably killed. There were no friendly casualties.

Vinh Gia LIDB (Vietnamese Special Forces) were in listening post about

20 miles northwest of Ha Tien (VS 735 622) on the night of 23-2L Octcber
when they observed appraximately 80 sampans carrying over 100 persas cross

CONFIDENTIAL 22
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the Carbodian border and proceed south. Friendly troops initiated fire
sinking three sampans. A few minutes later, heavy mortar fire was received
by boats cn the Vinh Te Canal from a launch site about e mile from the
previous fire site (VS 731 625). Mortar rounds landed within 100 meters
of Tango Boat 20 which was in WBGP at VS 730 612 and were then walked in
an arc terminating at VS 760 611 where CCB=3was located. Heavy A/W fire
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The VC seldom pay attention to these waterborne
road signs.

fire was directed at CCB-3 from the north bank. The wnits returned fire
and Black Ponies Ol and 05 on Barrier Reef Patrol were diverted to assist.
Also, a night hunter/killer team was scrambled from Chi lang and a relief
Black Pony was scrambled from Binh Thuy. A Vinh Gia LIDB 10Smm howitzer
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comenced firing into a suspected mortar launch site. While Black Ponies
provided illumination, the night hunter/killer team commenced air strikes

in the vicinity of VS 730 613. At 2250, a VC support element located at

VS 730 600 opened fire on the boats. Air illumination and visual recon were
conducted throughout the night, and Sth Special Forces air boats and troops
from Vinh Gia commenced contact area sweep at first light. Enemy casualties
included 4 VC killed (BC) and ten VC probably killed. There wers no friendly
casualties, and although numerous A/W hits were detected an the T-20 and
CCB, there was only minor damage. There are preliminary indications that
the engaged unit was the 195th VC transportation company.
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Search Turn

Task Group 195.3 with 29 PBR's, two helos, and ocne CCB assigned con-
tinued interdiction operations in Kien Gilang Province and the Gulf of
Thailand in addition to supporting the 21st ARVN Divisiocn in the "Thres
Sisters" area. During the mmnth, in reactim to local intelligence, the
PBR river divisions successfully conducted mine counter measure operatimns
on the Song Cai Lan and Song Cai Be utilising MSD's (minesweeper drane)
thus demonstrating that the MSD can be effectively catrolled from a FBR
on a winding river.

Although there were many intelligence reports of ememy build up in the
Search Turn area of operations, the number of hostile fire incidents recorded
in October dropped slightly from 28 last mmth to 26 this month. The number
of enemy killed also decreased more significantly from 76 killed in September
to 38 in October. The following incident narratives are typical of activity
in the Search Turn A0. ) |

On the 15th of Octcber, two PBR's of RIVDIV 553 under Patrol Officer RDC
Kelly were in night WBGP with ten RF troops 19 miles north northwsst of Rach
Gia (VS 990 360) when two sampans with eight occupants were sighted to the
west of the guardpost. The sarmpans were taken under fire and a troop sweep
in the morning yeilded the following results: one sampan captured along with
1020 rounds of AK-47 ammmnition, three AX-47 clips, ane Chicom grenade, cne
field medical kit, 21 rounds of 7.62 Chicon pistol ammmition, and assorted
clothing and food. It is estimated that four VC were killed in the action.
There were no friendly casualties,

Two RIVDIV 553 FER's were in WBOP under Patrol Officer EM! Edwards the

following night when five VC were cbserved approaching their position at
25 CQIFIDENTIAL
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(35 762 310). then the enemy was within 100 meters of the WBGP and 20 meters
ortheperimter,thnootthmmhknmdutmb:nmiwmdthoothn i
two were unfortunate enough to have approached via a claymore mine which was .
detonated as they neared it. Moderate small arms fiire wvas received in retuwrm,

but it was surpressed by the sniper. A morning sweep revealed blood trails

and body parts in the vicinity of the claymore detonation. Enemy casualties

wers three killed and two wounded. There were no friendly casualties.

RIVDIV S13 PBR's,under Patrol Officer LT Grahan, embarked 70 VN troops
and two U. S. Army advisors an 18 October for a sweep in an area vhere s
small VC commo-liaison unit had recently been sighted. After insertim at
WR 374 723,26 miles southeast of Rach Gia, the VN commander requested that
the PBR's follow behind the sweeping troops who, within 50 yards of insertiem,
made heavy contact with VC armed with B-i0's, machine guns, and light auto-
matic weapms. At this point, the Patrol Officer suggested the troops break
centact to pernit a firing run by the PBR's; the VN commander requested that
the PBR's move up to a specified point srd commence firing. As the PER's
reached that point, they came under hessy automatic weapons fire. As the
PBR's placed return fire, they receivel word from the W Army advisor that
the friendly forward element was in the same area attempting to maintain
cantact. The VC then chose to break cantact. The PBR's extracted the
troops and retwrned them to Kien Binh for medevac of two wounded VN'sg ’e
(one .by PBR). PBR's also coordinated Seawolf and Black Pony strikes in the
vicinity of the contact area and alang the VC withdrawal route. Four VC
were killed in the actim.
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Riverine Strike Group

CONFIDENTIAL

During the mmth of October, an averags of 36 RAC remainded under the

) opcan of Commnder Riverine Strike Group.

The Riverine Strike Base, can-

sisting of USS BENEWAH, USS SPHINX, AND RAD 152 remained cn the VYan Co while

wits of RAD 131 based in Dong Tam provided security for salvage of the

dredge "Sandpumper” which sauk in the My Tho River and coducted joint op-

eratioms in conjunctim with the Vietnamese Joint Amphibicus Task Force

211 in the vicinity of 014 Sang Ong Doc (VR 980 025) and continued inter-
dictio patrols of the Cho Gao Canal. Units of RAD 152 provided water

nobile support for 6/31 BN 3rd Bte 9th Infantry Division and one platom
of the L6th Rgt. 25th ARWN Division in the vicinity of 0ld Sang Ong Doc.

In additiom, they conducted heavy interdiction operations on the Rach Cao, .

Rach Cat, and Nha Be Rivers.

Under the opcon of other commrnders, 77 RAC were outchopped as follows:

C1G 194.2
CTU 194.3.2
CTG 194.L
cTe 194.9
CTG 116.9
CTG 115.7

6 RAC
1 RAC
23 RAC
30 RAC
9 RAC
8 RAC

The 36 RAC under Riverine Strike Group opcon lifted 5,707 troops, in-
spected 3,168 sampens, checked 7,001 peopls, and detained 39 of them. The
Riverine Strike Group and embarked Army troops killed 36 VC during the month.

On the morning of 18 Octcber, a U. S. Army Hawk Tcunnd.m ARVN recon
elsment previcusly inssrted by RAD 152 units near French Fort (XS 882 632)

engaged two enemy sampans and six VC. When the troops began rocoiﬂng small

aras fire from the river bank, Brancos were called into action and placed
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multiple strikes surpressing enemy fire and killing ane VC. There were no

friendly casualties in the engagement which cost the enenmy seven VC killed

and two sampans destroyed.

The following day, in the evening, a U. S. Army Hawk Team and a recon -

platoan of ARVN troops came under heavy fire near the Vam Co Dong River two

miles north of its canfluence with the Vam Co Tay (XS 712 6L2) while par-
Seawolf and Bronco strikes

ticipating in an operation with RAD 152 units.
were placed in the area, following which, the contact was broken.

there were no friendly casuslties, and the VC lost five killed and three

AX-L7's captured.

Again,

The enemy did inflict some damage, however, on 22 October when two RAC

assigned to a joint operatim at Old Song Ong Doc were mined while beached

at the base camp (VR 971 023). An estimated 100 pound bomb detonated between

boats CCB-1 and ATC-5 resulting in 15 wounded (none critically).
and C-1 was beached sustaining flooding in the engine room,

craft in the vicinity were damaged.

Three other

T-5 sank

The incident points out the advisebility

of greater separation between beached RAC in order to minimize damage from

mining attempts.
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Song_Ong Doe Operatien

At the end of September PCF's operating in the lower Ca Mau Penimsula
were replaced by PEi's and RAC operating on the Song Ong Doc in a new opera-
tion called Breezy Cove. The operation is designed to prevent enemy
infiltration, movement, and resupply along the inland waterways in the Song
Ong Doc area in order to enhance the govermment of Vietnam's pacificatioa

progran.

At the beginning of October the following assets were assigned to
Breezy Cove: USS GARRETT COUNTY (LST 786), RIVDIV 572, Seawolf Detach-
ment SIX, 3 ATC's and 2 ASPB's, amd an advanced tactical support base
(ATSB) composed of seven Ammi pomtoons positioned on the river im the
vicinity of the town of Song Ong Doc. On 5 October, a 105ma monitor sailed
from the USS BENEWAH to Song Ong Doc to provide an artillery reaction force
for the new operation. In conjunction with this move, the RSSZ Duffel
Bag assets were also to be moved to Breezy Cove. On 20.0ct..obor, CTU 1%%.1.3
RSSZ Crusade Cozmmander (OinC TF 116 Xha Be Monitor Team 2) became CTU 194.1.2
Breezy Cove Crusade Comncnder (OinC TF 116 Konitor Team 2 - USS GARREIT
COUNTY). In another asset change, SEAL Team, Det Alpha, Third Platom
arrived at Sang Ong Doc on 20 October and assumed CTU 194.2.6.

It was not long after commmencement of Breezy Cove until the enexy
was engaged. On the 2nd of October, RIVDIV 572 PER?s and a RAD 131 ASPB
were in night WBGP 18 miles southwest of Ca Mau (VR 940 011) under Patrol

- Officer LTUG Tuholski when two sampans were sighted crossing the Song Ong

Doc from north to south. Upon being hailed by woice, the sampans responded
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with small arms fire which was supplemented by fire from the bank. The
patrol took the sampans and the bank under fire killing four VC, destroying

two sampans, and surpressing the fire from the bsank.

Late that night a sampan with two occupamts was observed crossing
from south to north, After being hailed by voice, the sampan attempted to
evade and was taken under fire killing both passengers. The sampan was
captured and was found to contain numerous documents., A h3alf hour later
a fourth sampan was sighted traveling from west to east, After hailing the
sampan with no results, it was illuminated and taken under fire. The
engine of the sampan exploded probably killing both occupants. In all

three contacts there were no friendly casualties,

On 4 October, five PBR's of RIVDIV 572 under Patrol Officer LT Berry
were participating in the first combined operation with local VN forces
in the Breezy Cove AO acting as a blocking force for RF troops, While
proceeding north on a small unnamed canal which leads off the Song Cng
Doc 24 miles southwest of Ca Mau (VR 852 033), the PBR's began receiving
75mm recoilless rifle and heavy automatic weapons fire., One of the PER?s
was knocked out of action in the kill zone and its crew was transferred
to another boat which then cleared the area. All units returned fire and
then Broncos, and Seawolves placed strikes. Ome lundred troops wers put
ashore south of the contact area and swept northward, Friendly casualties
in the action were one USN killed and 11 wounded (2 seriously). Eneay
casualties were 7 VC killed by PBRts and 7 VC killed by Seawolves and
Broncos, The damaged PER was latqr recovered and towed out of the canal.
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Later, a debrief of the OTC and patrol officers and as examination of the
damaged PER produced sp'oculation that the operation had been compromised

; and the VC had known the Navy units were coming. The VC had been set up
'T ] as a heavy weapons company and had initiated contact by detonmating an
: oversized claynore mine that had been filled with half inch pleces of
stesl construction rod. During the firefight, the units noticed a large
weapon on wheel that resembled a 7ma Pack Howitger, At least two .51 cal, ,

weapons were used by the enemy along with s everal AK-4T%s.

In a non-hostile incident occurring on the 15th of October, two PBR's
on patrol stopped a sampan with one VN male aboard who presented a Chiew j
Hol pass and expressed a desire to relly. The returnes was Trung Uy Le ;
Xuan Thu, the former VC surgeon for An Xuyen Province, He was turned f
over to VN suthorities for disposition. !
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Market Time Raider Campaign

During October, Market Time Raiders conducted 62 Sea lords missions
along the rivers and canals of the III and IV Coastal Zones, Ships and
aircraft supporting these missions consisted of two to seven PCF's, U.S,
Coast Cuard WPB's and one WHEC, River As.sault Craft, helicopters, OV-10ts
and OV-6A's and Vietnamese Navy assets. The Market Time Raiders, in
addition to firing at targets of opportunity, conducting H and I fire, and
responding to requests for urgent gunfire support, and manning of water-
borne guardposts, 1nserted,' extracted and supported ground forces consisting
of Underwater Demolition Teams, Explosive Ordnance Dispossl Teans, SEAL's,
PRUts, RF/PP troops, VNN Rangers and ARVN soldiers. There were only 15
incidents of eneny initiated hostile fire reported during October. This
was 10 less than the September total, One PCF and one sidmser were damaged
in these firefights., Friendly casualties were two U.S5, sailors killed and
four U.S. sailors and one VN sailor wourded.

Enemy persomnel 10'3903, which were lower in October than in September,
were 49 Viet Cong kdlled (21 body court, 27 probable), two VC wounded and
five VC captured., Enemy material losses; however, increased over the
previous month with 167 junks or sampans and 130 structures destroyed,

66 craft and 240 structures heavily damaged and six craft captured in
October,

The primary opexjational emphasis contimied to center on the pacification
of the Ca Mau Peninsula under Operation Sea Float/Tran Hung Dao III while
still aehieving maximm damage in secret zones and enewy base areas,
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PCF's 103, 54, 17 and 46, with two OV-10A (Broncos) aircraft from
VAL-4 providing air cover, condicted a Sea Lords aission on the morning
of 7 October along the Rach Eo Lon about eight miles southeast of Thanh ;
Phu (JR 728 830). The "Swift" boats entered the canal in pairs and took
targets of opportunity under fire as they proceeded up the canal. The
Broncos placed a strike on two large sampans, At noon the FCF's exited
the csnal without meking contact with the enemy, The (V-10A's then placed
a strike on offensive bunkers at the north end of the canal, The morning
opoeration resulted in five bunkers, 12 structures, two sampans and one fish
trap destroyed, and six bunkers and 13 structures heavily damaged, There

were no friendly casualties,

On the afternoon of 10 October, PCF's 25 and 28 entered the Bassac
River (XR 340 545) on a Sea Lords mission taking targets of opportunity
under fire, Proceeding up the river numerous structures and sarpans on
the east bank were taken urder fire and destroyed, The "Swift" boats
probed the river for about 10 miles when restricted water forced them to
turn around, The PCP!s destroyed 17 sampans, 12 structures and eight largse
bunkers and damaged five structures, There were two Viet Cong probably
killed and no friendly casualties,

A Sea lords mission was conducted in the Thanh Phu Secret Zono on
10 and 11 October, Prior to commsreement of the operation, the Naval
Intelligence Lisison Officer (NILO) at Ben Tre leaked information through
the province that an airbome assault would take place in the next few
days. At OSAS5H the PT CQHFORT (USCG WPB) and PT GRACE (USCG WPB) conducted
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a probe of the Rach Khau Bang and Rach Con Menh taking targets of

opportunity under fire. In the afternoon the PB's were joined by the

USCGC SEBAGO (WHEC 4Z) and eonducted on H and I mission. A representative
of the U.S. Army Beach Jumper Unit ONE, Team 13 made a tactical voiee
deception transmission indicating an airborne insertion of troope in
Thanh Phu., Shortly t..horoaftor, two UH-1B helicopters arrived on the scene
and made a firing run and dropped four pers dummies to simulate an air-
PCFts 102, 103 and 54 proceeded up the Rach Eo Lon and
While entering the river
During the early

borne landing.
established a waterborne guardpost at 19451,

two warning shots were heard along the north bank.
morning hours of 11 October, PCF 102 took three evading sampans under

fire. The two lead PCFis suppressed the ensmy fire with .50 calidber,

H-79 and ¥-60 fire, while PCF 102 steamed slowly through the area losing
both banks with .50 caliber fire., The PT GRACE detained four males from
a sampan and turned them over to the NILO at Ben Tre for classificatioa,
The total results of the operation in Thanh Phu from OS00H 10 October te
OLOOH 11 October follow: 3 Viet Cong killed (2 body count, 1 probable);
6 structures destroyed; 4 structures dassged; 3 sampans destroyed; 2
sanpans damaged; 6 bunkers damaged; 1 large sustained fire and 2 large

secondary explosions,

The PT CIPRESS (USCG WPB) and PT MARONE (USCG WPB ) inflicted

heavy material losses against the snemy in a Sea Lords mission on tihe
momning of 21 October. The ¥PB!'s procesded up the Khes Bang Co (XR 366
615 to IR 249 728) playing PSYOPS tapes, titled "Presidert Thiew Spesks®

CONFIDENTIAL 3
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and "Open Arws Program.®” On the return trip the WPB's took all targets

o? opportunity under fire. PFour secondary additional explosions were
sihted and 14 sustained fires were started. Results of the operation
ineluded 62 sampans, lh motorized junks, 12 structures and 2,000 pounds

of rice destroyed and 22 saxpans and LO st ructures heavily damsged. Three
large junks, one small sampsn and 1,000 pounds of rice were captured, No

friendly or enemy casualties were nportoa.

On the aftermoon of 27 October the PT COMFORT (USCG WPB) and PT
ELLIS (USCO WPB) with 0V-10A Broncos, providing air cover, preceeded up
the Song Ganh Heo (WQ 46k 950 to WQ 463 983) taking targets of opportunity
under fire along the extire route, The Broncos placed air strikes adjacent
to the river, During the probe of the river the WPB's sighted four B-4O
rockets mounted on a floating platfom on & small man-mede elevation slong
the river bank. The three hour Sea lords mission scored heavily with the
following results: & Viet Cong probably Killed; 22 structures destroyed;
53 structures danaged; 2h ssnmpans destroyed; 32 sampans dexaged; 1 bunkers
damaged and b B-40 rockets destroyed,

35 CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

e e —— - e GRS ] L Nl B n e e -

0
iTTVOS
120 L2 ~ €€L s@O1 vas "%
100 12 = 60L SMOT Vi3S 'Q
190 L1-0L = $L9 SMOTI YaS °D
170 OL = €.9 smioT vas °‘d
100 L = §99 SMOT vas Y

SQUOT VES - HIMVH IWIL LENEVH

& ~

Sy — g o PO S BT Y A s Sty AT

CONFIDENTIAL




<9CL 1EE0LDD

O VlVO IH BNV S TVOILSILVLS @1 V3s [HLLVHTCN

TINIEHOD

1@ ..,.... e @ L @ . @ w.r G im L el T e T e e e
L 22 é 9t 92 14 1 L9 1S3USPIOUT OJTJ OTTISOH
0 (] 0 0 (o] 0 o 0 Jeadaly  (2)
0 1 0 0 4 n 0 € qJeao eovzamg (1)
m podeuwg °q m
, 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 eIV (2) a
i m o (o} 0 (4] 0 (o] 0 ] 4Jelo adeymg  (|)
! m pafoaqseg °® m
i w 1533507 TeTJdd3BW tign w
_ a () 13 () oMz 0 0 S 2 sequyonys  (2) o
1 0 6L 0 99 113 8 o i suedwes 5 syunp ()
m padeueq >
! 8 st 0 s°1 6 €2 0 Y (sw3) ad1y (1)
i (1} 0s 0s2 oL oLt 0598 0 051 (spumoa) wrjTUrLUy ()
i n 9 3 S 13 ) 22 suodeay (2) :
0 € 0 9 L én 0 9 suedies pue syung (1)
peanydey °q
9 25 0 otlL e 8 0 26 samionlys  (2)
9 St € W91 62 S6 LS €2 sueduwes 5, syunp (1)
pefoaysaq °e
1SesSOT [RiIajERu Aueugy =
0 0 0 0 0 0 (+) 8 dupssT P
(o] 0 0 o o] 0 (o] 0 poanydey *9
0 sn 22 9 St 0z i 61 Popumoy  *q
3 € (o] S t S 0 2 pOITIIY *®
uNOHaH.ﬂﬁnmo 1'NA &
0 €1 ki S S z 0 € poanydey <o
0 '3 o 2z 2 ] S e popumnoy  °q
ISES2 ¥ 26€L ISILZROESZ  089€ ISELZ ¥ OdI12 ISESL ISE 951 ISXS9P0asZ ISY 22L ¥ J8LSt PoTTILY °®
odzz ¥ 0929 :s9T3TENCSED Awouy
LIFU 2¢ ANy SEIA VY FENL va R JOHSDIT IS
AL .Y Tridds qIL RO¥VEE OlLll «HIvdvd LIVID
d. 2.1LIALY NACHR 34 )8 IYEL




e e T BTt T o o N e e PR

9 t € S LS $S3UIPTOUT JJITT OTTISOH
w M« o w u« w o o »%8uw”um.w< MNW
. [§ —«
0 NS § 0 0 NSA 2 KN 0 NSn 2 et eq
: 0 0 0 0 o o 0 0 AFBILTV (2)
. 3Jexo aougaug (1)
: o NSO € 0 0 0 0 0 0 B i
. $595507 TETJIITU }GN
o o o one o o S 2 samiondys  (2)
0 L gsuedues 4 syunp (1)
0 t 0 99 €L 9 S,
9 st 0 St 6 €2 o L (swq) ady (1)
o2l 0s 0 oL 0oLl 0598 o o (spumoa) wriyturmuy  (€)
6 | 0 0 S 61 o 9 suodeay (2)
0 € 0 9 L 2€ 0 € suedwes pue sxun; (1)
pamdey *q
l 2s 0 OfL LE 8 ] 88 sam3ongys  (2)
* 9 1 0 Wt 62 2L s 12 suedues ¥ syunp ()
pafoxysa@g °®
31895807 TTTJII3Bu Asauyg
o] o 0 o 0 0 o o] duyssyl °p
0 0 0 0 o] (o] 0 o paanydey  *o
o NRAFINSNSE O ..E:zmpazmaaas%zn;zgp NNA 7 % Nsn 6 popunojy  °Q -
o NSh L o NSn 2 ‘0 o o] POTIYY °®
1SITRITENLSLY MMA % NS
0 c o S m w 0 0 paanydey *o
0 2 ] t popunoy, °q
g 183€27%089M smusmdommu um: amuhm 7 odie pmmm— amwmmp 1SASFoa5e IsHLLL @ JHS6 POTITY °®
B049L %0695 15979TCNo8Y Ausuy
A03a 20Q 4noud StI@ v L ava JiEd JOHSDIO IS
Xqvad o JMIULS aalL HO¥VES OIfiH  u3Iwuve JIVIO
oS AONIAY JTUVIL VL

6961 ¥IGNLO0

NOLVAHYD X9 ZUVINS TVOILSILVLS SQUOT ViAS ROILVYIIO

CONFIDENTIAL

A 2 kel

Y. T Ly 5 oy W v AT L mrrcan L T ynm s e e - bee 1 A, St o e v

38

CONFIDENTIAL




o e T mat s

S U

. e

F T R

CONFIDENTIAL

COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE SUMMARY

During October, Market Time and Stable Door forces comtimed
routine operstions, The weather was generally good in the Pirst and
Third Coastal Zones; however, choppy seas is the Second Coastal Zone
prevailed during most of the month, Task Force 115 units detected a total
of 102,802 craft in their patrol areas along the coast and in the harbors
of the Republic of Vietnam, A total of 354,7C5 craft were inspected and
19,069 were boarded. As a result of these checks, 189 craft and 538
persons were detained for possession of contraband, faulty or no identi-
fication, violation of restricted gones or other suspicious activity.
There were also 28 Viet cohg suspects detained. In the Game sarden area
of operations in the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers, Market Time units
detected 6,919 watercraft, inspecting 2,470 and boarding 3,256. . There
were 92 craft and 17 persons detained.

Enecy initisted activity recained at a relatively low level during
October as it has in the previous three months, Intelligense reports of

expected enery offensive actions thit wers to commsnee in October did not

PP Y

materialize, There were no known large scale infiltration of =ea or supplies

attempted during the month., Task Force 115 forces continued to provide
Naval gunfire and blocking patrols in support of friendly groumd operatioms
along the coasts and in the rivers and canals. There were five U.S,
Navymen killed and 13 wounded while enemy losses to the naval gunfire

of Market Time units came to 75 confirmed killed plus 39 probadly killed
and 11 wounded,
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Operation Market Time

The tempo of naval gunfire, Sea Lords, Sea Float and Ses Tiger
missions increased alightly during October with 603 missions conducted,
Cun damage assessaent on these missions was 40.6 percent, and compareble
to the high of 42,3 percent recorded in May 1969, Results of these
missions were: 112 Viet Cong killed (75 body count, 37 probable; 11 Viet
Cong wounded; 4 Viet Cong captured; 423 junks/sampans destroyed; 86 junks/
sanpans damaged; 687 structures/bunkers destroyed and 417 structures/
bunkers damged, There were 10 incidents of evading craft and personnel
reported during the month, These were taken under fire resulting in ‘
eight sampans destroyed and 13 Viet Cong killed (12 body count, 1 probable)
ard one VC wounded,

Surveillance operations resulted in the d etection of 42,581 junks and
sampans, A total of 17,760 inspections and 13,680 boardings were carried
out, Detections of steel hulled vessels in Market Time areas totaled
7L, Of these 413 were inspected and another 34 were boarded and deter-
mined to be non-suspicious,

There were more than 80 multi-craft missions conducted during
October in support of Operations Sea Float and Sea Lords in the III and
IV Corps Tactical Zones, These riverand canal incrusions (Market Time
Redders) continued to score heavily against the enemy, although the
primary emphasis in the IV CTZ continued on pacification of the Ca Maw
Peninsula, The "Swift® boats assigned to Sea Float continued to support ‘
Sea lords missions in areas adjacent to the Sea Float A0 (ses discussion

1] CONFIDENTIAL
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ip the Market Time Haiders section of the Operation Jes Lords Sumnury .

and Operation Sea Float SummsTy)e

During October, SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 conducted

alsost dally operations in the IV Corps Tactical Zone in support of Ses

Float operations.

In ceremonien on 31 October at the Vietranese Naval Shipyard in
Saigon, 13 PCF's were turned over to the Vietnamese Navy. The pcrts, 1,
23, L2, bl LT, 49 57, 58. 66, 67, 68, 91 and 100 departed that afternoon
for Qui Nhon and will eommence Market Time patrols in the Second Coastal
Zone during November. The Coastal Surveillance Center, Gui Nhon is also

seheduled for turnover to the Vietmamese Navy in early November,
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Pirst Coastsl Zone

During October adverse weather in the First Coastal Zone forced
patrol units off station on several occasions. As a result, the number :
of det.ec.tions of watercraft dropped fram 13,475 in September to only
7,22, for October, Surveillance results were not as high as usual with
] only 59% oZ those detected being inspected and boardod; There were
; ' 2,064 inspsctions and 2,243 boardings resulting in the detention of 21
craft ard 170 persons for violation of restricted zones, lack of or
‘.1 faulty identification papers, draft dodgers, and incorrect or faulty

manifests,

There were approximately 100 naval gunfire support and Sea Tiger
missions conducted by Pirst Coastal Zone units, Oun damage assessment
i was high since only 2 missions reported no damsge cbserved dus to darikness,
1 heavy foliage or the calls of troops available to sweep the area,

! On the afternoon of 7 October, while on normal Sea Tiger patrol, i
PCFts 61 and 69 were destroying fishing wiers on the Truong Clang River
about 17 miles southeast of Danang (BT 188 487) when they received heavy
semi-automatic (S/A) weapons fire. The "Swift" boats withdrew to the
northwest and satureted the area with 8lmm mortars and then msde a .50
] caliber strafing run on the enexy positions, After rearming both units
; . proceeded north to exit the Truong Gilang River when they received heavy
. automatic weapons, semi-automatic and 57ma recoilless rifle fire from

bunker positions, In the general hail of fire, the helsmen, Officer-in-

L3 CON FIDDITIAL
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Charge of FCT 61, LTJG Kenneth Dean NutTUN, UsN, 717895/110G, was iilled

and PC* 61 ran hard aground while traveling at full speed. At the saze

time, both "Sw’. ." hoats received 57mm R/E rounds close aboird resulting

in minor damage to PCF 69 and punctured the port fuel tank of PCF 61

causing minor flooding. Both units suppressed the enemy fire. PCF 101,

helo gunships and a dustoff helo arrived on the scene at 1310, The
helo gunships saturated the area with rocket and mini gun fire while

LTJG NORTON was MEDEVACED, PCF!s 69 and 101 pulled PCF 61 free st 1500H

and proceeded without further incident to Coastal Group 14 headquarters,

with the helo gunships providing cover, There wers 20 structures

destroyed in the operation, One U.S, sailor received a minor wound, was

treated, and returned to duty. Enemy casualties are unknown,

A Sea Tiger missionwas conducted on the morning of 18 October about
15 miles southeast of Denang (BT 143 530), with units of Coastal Group L4
and River Assault Group 32 inserting a Vietnamese Navy (VNN) sweep and .
security team followed by the insertion of an Underwater Demolition Team
(UDT), Explosive Ordnance Dispossl (EOD) team and a Duffel Bag Team by
PCF's 13 and 69. The VNN landing team conducted a sweep to the southwest
and provided security while the EOD and UDT teams conducted beach recon-

naissance and bunkers destruction, and the Duffel Bag team surveyed the

area for sensor implantation. The helo gunships, that were providing

cover, took uniformed Viet Cong under fire 300 meters to the south of the
insertion point, The Duffel Bag Team succsssfully implanted the sensor
string and all personnel proceeded along the south bank and were extracted

without incident, After all units had departed, the helo gunships returned
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to the arua, took a lone VC in a sampan under fire, and spotted the

S8lmm mortar fire of PCF 69 into the area. The morning operation resulted
in 45 bunkers, nine structures, one sampan and one 155am projectile
destroved. The VNN personnel captured large amounts of rice and fish.
Thers were five VC killed (1 body count, & probable) amd no friendly

casualties,

On the afternoon of 25 October, a Sea Tiger mission was carried out
about 15 miles southeast of Danang (BT 197 566) with two units of Coastal
Group 14 (CG 14) inserting EQD, 'OT and Duffel Bag personnel, The EOD
and UDT teams conducted a reconnaissance of the beach while Duffel Bag
personnel removed a sensor string that had been rendered inactive during
recent high flood waters, PCFts 75 and 80 and two skimmers provided cff-
shore support. Halo gnships and an Air Force 0-2 observation aircraft
provided air cover, After the troops had been extracted a CG 24 junk ran
aground and began receiving heavy S/A and A/W fire from three positions.
The two skimmers made strafing runs, and the PCF*s and CG 14 junk fired
their 8lmm mortars. During the 55 mimutes required to free the junk
from the sand bar, the VC fired at the Junk and skimmers on numerous
occasions, Once the junk was afloat and out of danger, the "Swift" boats
and skimmers inserted the EOD, UDT and Duffel Bag personnel two to four
miles southwest of the original insertion point and removed inoperative
sensors without incident. All personnel were extracted and exited the area
while the halo gunships took umiformed VC under fire along the river banks.

The PCF's destroyed four large bunkers and killed five Viet Cong. The

s CONFIDENTIAL
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helo gunships accounted for three structures and seven large bunkers
destroyed and six Viet Cong killed. One U.S. sailor received a minor

leg wourd from an aK-47 round,

On the evening of 20 October the PT SLOCUM (UsCG WPB) provided
emergency naval gunfire support about 11 miles southeast of Quang Nga
(35S 755 593). The Tra Bong Sector Advisor had requested assistance
when his units came under enemy attack, Helo gunships were requested
ard arrived on the scene within 10 minutes. The WPB was credited with

six Viet Cong killed in this action,

A Sea Tiger mission to destroy concrete pilings which were blocking

river traffic along the Song Ba Ren took place on 26 October. Four units

of the VNN River Assault Group 32 inserted a RF Company about 18 miles

southeast of Danang (BT 144 527) for a sweep south along the river bank.

Several VC were sighted to the west and were taken under fire by helo

gunships. The RF troops quickly surrounded the area, The eneay initiated

firefight (ENIFP), produced several dead or captured VC, The troops

cortinued their sweep south and established a security perimeter for the

UDT and EOGD teams., PCF's 75 and 80, Coastal Group 14 and River Assault
Group 32 waterbome units took station to provide gunfire support. The
EOD and UDT teams were inserted and commenced destroying the pilings.
helo gunship spotted several VC moving toward the river and when the VC

fired at the helos, the PCF'a, RAG 32, and gunships saturated the area with

" 40nra, 8lmnm, 2,75 inch rockets, amd mini gunfire. The river obstacles were

destroyed and the £0D and UDT teams cleared thé arca without further

CONFIDENTIAL ’ L6
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incident. The KF troops were edracted by aiG 32 units and all forces
returnad to their bases. Tware were 15 structures and 12 cement pilings,
31X5'X6, destroyed. Enemy casiaities were 10 VC killed and one captured
along with several individual weapons.

Coastal Group 14 jJunks inserted a VKX sweep and security force and
PCPts 15 and 69 inserted a Duffel Bag teax for a sensor string implanta-
tion bout 18 miles southeast of Danang (37 146 524) on the moming of
30 October, During the operation the helo gunships, providing support,
sighted several VC moving into the area and took them under fire. After
the sensor string implant was completed, the Duffel Bag and VNN troope
ver; extracted without incident. The operstion resulted in 11 structures
ard three bunkers destroyed. There were no friendly casualties, and four
VC were killed, '

Secord Coastal Zons
There wers over 100 naval gunfire support missions conducted in the
Second Coastal Zone ares of operstions during October with 94 missioms
reporting no gun damage assessment (GDA). A minimum amount of damage
was reported fron the other missions. 4is in the Pirst Coastal Zone, the
main reasons for lack of GDA were darimess, no spotter available, heavy

' foliage, or no troops available for an area,

The rough seas in area 3 during the month and the assumption of
additional patrol areas by VNN units are pertially reflected in the
lower surveillance statistics in October. There was a total aof 20,017
detections of craft, with 9,618 inspsctions, and annther 5,156 boardings.

CONFIDENTIAL L8

"""""

N A e s e



P O D I T )

.....

CONFIDENTIAL

There were 24 evading eraft 23 detained craft in October. Tw) hundred
elghty-two persons were held for possession of contraband, restricted
zone violators, deserters, draft dodgers, lack of or faulty identification
papers, and curfew viclators. Fourteen Viet Cong i .ects, one confirmed

VC were taken into custody.

On 2 October the PT KENNEDY (USCG WPB) detected two Nationalist
Chinese fishing vessels 17 miles southeast of Phan Thiet (BM 0955). The
two vessels, HWA FUNG 11 registration nmunmber CT5/1035 and HJA FUNG 12
registration number CTS/0135 were fishing inside the 12 mile limit. The
heavy seas prevented the WFB from boarding the vessels, but she did give
them a close visual inspection. The vessels hauled in their fishing nets
and were escorted beyond the 12 mile limit without incident.

The same day the PT MAST (U3CG WPB) was informed by Coastal Group 21 ;
(CG 21) that one of their junim had lost power and had parted the anchor
line and was in need of assistance. The WFB proceeded to the acene about
60 miles south southeast of Quang Nga (CR 030 820). Two hours later the
WPB saw the junk already on time beach tracking around in about five foot -
of surf and suds. Initial cttempts to attact a tow line were unsccessful
because of the high surf and the Jjunk being full of sand and water,
Members of the WPB's crew were put ashore to provide security for the
rest of the night. The following afternoon a tow line was successfully
passed to the junk via a helo, Upon teking a strain, the tow line parted.
CG 21 advised to strip the junk of all available items amd leave the juink
beached, Upon completion of stripping the junk of all gear and taking
five Vietnamese sailors aboard, the PT MAST secured all salavage efforts,

L9 CONFIDENTIAL

........



o et M el Wt

CONFIDENTIAL

OPERATIONS IN THE
SECOND COASTAL ZONE |

)

CONFIDENTIAL

Sty P e o = ®

-




e

e i e b R e e e B b LA £ P W

:
TP A . P s S Bt s n

CU FIDENTIAL

On 18 October the PP GLWEil (USCG wPB) was requested to provide
assistance in salvaging tha junk's engine., The WPB's small boat was

used to land a salvage pump to remove water from the junk and the engine,

Third Cos:cal Zone
Indigenous coastal traffic increased in October as weather conditions

continued to improve in the Third Coastal Zone. Surveillance results were
impressive as more than 81f of the 13,266 craft detected were either
inspected or boarded. The 5,543 inspections and 5,275 boardinygs resulted
in the detention of only 4 persons for lack of or faulty identification
papers, violating curfew, or entering restricted zones, There were mo
incidents of evading craft, The "Swift" boats continued their patraols

of the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers, detecting 6,919 and inspecting
2,470 and boarding 3,256 craft, Of these 47 craft and 17 persons were
detained,

During October the "Swift" boats of the Third Coastal Zone comiucted
more than 200 naval gunfire support missions in response to urgent naval

gunfire support, H and I targets of opportunity, or in pre-planned river
and canal incrusions,

On 12 October, PCFts 21, 24 and 17 entered a canal off the Bassae
River about 37 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 353 713) and established a
blocking force and waterborne guardpost in support of Mobile Asaault Troops
(MAT) from Long Phu. The troops were inserted by Coastal Gm\.xp 36 Yabuta
Junks for a sector swesp of Dung Island., The "Swift™ boats extracted 100
troops and reinserted them about 10 miles to the west, Light enemy fire
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was received and suppressed during the troop extriction. The ground
forces destroyed a munitions shop and a hospital, and captured 1l kilos
of medicine, Two Viet Cong were killei and one was captured without
friendly losaes.

PCP's 17 and 54 provided a blocking force for an AAVN troop sweep
about 20 miles soatheast of Can Tho (AR 135 873) on 14 October, Shortly
after the "Swift™ boats were in position, they came under heavy automatic
weapons fire froa an estimated 60 Viet Cong. The "Swift" made five firing
runs and each tixe counter battery was received. Helo gunships were
called in and placed strikes on the enemy positions. The PCF's continued
a close surveillance of the area; however, no further enemy fire was
received, The troops, sweeping the area found it to be heavily booby
trapped. There were seven Viet Cong killed (3 body count, 4 probably).

Friendly forces suffered no casualties,

On the moming of 18 October, the PT COMFURT (U3CG WPB) and PT ELLIS
(USCG WPB) assisted Caostal Group 35 ground forces on a coastal raid about
20 miles southeast of Phu Vinh (XR 798 §70). The WPB's and their skimmers
took targets of opportunity under fire at ranges from 20 to 2,600 yards,
In two hours the firepower of ths aPB's destroyed 11 sampans, five
structures, one bunker and 1,200 yards of fish net in addition to damaging
18 structures and nine bunkers.

On the night of 21 October, the PT BANKS (USCG WPB) and Coastal
Group 34 skinmers conducted a covert surveillance of the Ham luong River
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about "1 miles east of Phu Vinh (i 825 976). »n evading sampan was
destroyed and the three occupants as they taken under fire fled into

a mrsh, later, four Viet Cong were spotted on the beach and taken under
fire. There were no friendly casualties in the operation while six VC
were killed (3 body count, 3 probable).

The USCGC TANEY (WHEC 37) conducted five naval gunfire support missions
on 29 October along the Thanh Phu coastline about 12 miles southeast ot.
Thanh Phu (XR 802 875). The missions were in support of the 9th ARVN
Division conducting operations in the area and were aimed at bunkers,
strmicture complexes, and Viet Cong tuilt up areas, The five inch guns of
the cutter destroyed 26 structures, 21 tunkers and one sampan and heavily
damaged 23 structures and 16 bunkers. Two large secondary explosions were

observed,
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Operation Sea Fioat/Tran Hung Dao 111

Sea Float/Tran Hung Dao III Operations continued in October with

A

over 50 Sea Float and ShAL missions recorded. There were from six to

v .n PCF's, three ATC's, thres ASPB!s, one Zippo, a Zippo refueler, a c
PG, an! LST assigned to these operstions in various mixes. The following
Vietnamese units supplemented U,S. Forces during October: FCF's 04, (6
and C#, L3SL 3y 226, LSSL HQ 228, LSSL HQ 326, LSSL KQ 328, LSM(E) HQ
401, LsM HQ 405, LSIL HG 327, Coastal Groups 32, 35, 36 and 41, the VNN
PULJAR Team, Mobile Strike Team TWO, VNN Reaction Force, Regional Force
Troops, PRU's and VNN Hiet Hai. These missions supported Sini, EOD and
UDT team operations. Air cover was provided by Seawolves, Slicks, and
W-10ts, Day and night PSY(PS patrols were pursued along the rivers and
canals of the Sea Float operating area with airborne units conducting
similar missions in those areas inaccessable to the cruft, The "Swift"
boat, in addition to supporting gr.ound operations, provided gunfire sup-~
port, waterbormne guardposts, blocking forces ard escort service for
logistic craft along the Bo De and Cua Lon Rivers and adjacent canals,
The PCF's also participated in Sea Lords missions in areas adjacent to
the Sea Float A0, All afloat units and the Mobile Advance Tactical Sup-
port Base conducted nightly H and I fire into known VC base camps ard

extortion areas,

On 24 October the nicknane Solid Anchor was activated. The unclassi-
fied meaning is a combined USN/VNN operation to construct a coastal group
Junk and PCF base at 0ld Nem Cam., The location of Solid Anclior is on the

Song Cua Long (VQ 990 675).
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In Sert ember, River assault Craft comsisting of two ASPB's, three
ATC's, one Zippo and one Zippo Recharger were assigned to Sea Float for
; thirty day trial period. The Commander Sea Float considered the trial
very successful as indicated by the ever increasing traffic on the Rach
Cai Mhap and the resulting rapid growth of the no fire zone (NFZ) com-
munity. In addition to the increased security along the Rach Cai Xhap,

these units have proven their firepower, armore and expertise in octher
Sea Float operations. Based on this evaluation of the capabilities of
the River Assault Craft and potential employment in the Sea Float a0,
Commander, Sea Float recommended that the RAC wunits be cantinued at Sea
Float, but that the composition be modified to consist of the following
units: one 105mm monitor, one Zippo with Recharge and five ATC's.

The Kit Carson Scout (KCS) program has continued to be a valzable
asset in Sea Float operstions. With the establishment of their owmn agent
net, the KCS have been able to gain valuable intelligence leading to
several successful operations. One large arms cache destroyed was the
result of KCS intelligence, planning, aml implementation with minimel SEAL
assistance, The KCS accompanied SEAL groups regularly, and have established
themselves as competent amd dependable assets, Their strengths are
patcolling abilities, indigenous characteristics, and sources intelligence
while their weaknesses, which are correctable, are fire discipline,
sanitary/medical training, animosities between other KCS and VNN, and
the language barrier between KCS and USN. By month's end there were 23 Kit
Carson Scouts employed at Sea Float, All of the KCS moved ashore during
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the latter part of October to supplement the operstion Solid Anchor

Base Defense Porce,

On 1 October additional PRU's arrived Sea Float to replace those
tranaferred on 28 September,

Vice Admiral E, R, Zumwalt, Jr., USN, Commander Naval Forces, Vietnam;
Commodore Tran Van Chon, Vietnamese Navy Chief of Naval Operations;
Captain C. F. Rauch, Jr., USN, Senior Kaval Adviser, Staff NAVFURV and
party visited Sea Float on 6 October amd received formal briefings by
VNN and USN members of Sea Float, a visit to the Sex Float Annex, and
an inspection tour of Old Nam Can city. Commodore Chon talked to
representative of all VNN units and stressed the fict that Sea Float/
Tran Hung Dao III was a combined opearetion and that thers would be

separation of commnds or forces within Sea Float, He requested that all

personnel work closely with their VNN counterparts and strive to. train
them in all aspects of the Sea Float operation,

Captain W, E, Marquadt, CEC, USN, Commander Third Naval Construction
Brigade, Represertative Saigon and party arrived Sea Float on 7 October
for an inspection of the O1d Nam Can base camp area in preparation for
Operation Solid Anchor.

On 9 October Captain R, E, Pyle, USN and a CNO briefing officer arrived
Sea Float for a briefing and an airborne tour of the Sea Float AO,

Adniral Jom J, Hyland, USN, CINCPACFIT, Vice Admiral E. R. Zumvalt, Jr.,

USN, Conmodore Tran Van Chon, VNN and party visited Sea Float on 13 October 3
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3 . and received briefing and toured the jea Float Annes. Admiral Hyiand

presented ti:e Bronze Star Medal to M1 Francis y. Lopiccolo, USN and
Commodore Chon presented the VIN Gallantry Cross to Petty Officer ;

. Lopiceolo, ; o

j ' On 15 October, Rear Adm iral John D. Dillon, CEC, USN, Commander Third
1 Naval Construction Brigade and Vice Admiral Zumwalt visited Sea Float and
were briefed on operations, and PSYOPS and toured the Solid Anchar site,

Captain J, J. Shanahan, USN, Commander Task Force 115, visited Sea Float
on 24 October for discussions on Base Defense and departed in the aftern- .

noon for a meeting with the An Xuyen Province Chief,

Also on the 24tk 85 mambers of the VNN Biet Hal reported to Sea Float for
} duty and established perimeter security on the north shore,

S 2d e o

One 31 October, SEAL!'s of MIKE platoon, Detachment GOLF arrived Sea Float :
and KILO platoon departed after a distinguished record of service, '

On the morning of 2 October SEAL Team ONE, Detachment GOLF, KILO
Platoon, five Kit Carson Scouts and 11 PRU's were inserted by Slicks in
an attempt to located a suspected VC controlled hamlet sbout 20 kilometers
southwest of Old Nam Can (V§ 8850). The SEAL's were inserted in two
elements, 100 meters north and south of the cbjective area and began
patrolling toward the hamlet. The element to the north received small E
arms fire which they quickly suppressed, After the area wes secured, the

patrol began a systematic search of the hootch complex. The complex was
found to contain a amall ssmpan factory, a garment factory, a cache of
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tools and a messing area for twelve, Before denarting the area they
destroyed the entire hootch cc;mplex. One Viet Cong hiding under a
hootch was detained. The second element captured two Viet Cong outside
a hunkers. Contimuing the patrol ansther hamlet was located and sniper
fire was received wounding two PRU's slightly., After all enemy fire was
suppressed, the hamlet was searched and 40 poundsof medicine, numerous
documeritu North Vietnamese supplies and money, 17 VC flags, one Russian
flag, wooden training carbines, and pistols were captured. The hootches
were destroyed, and 36 women and children were detained. Both elemcnts
then departed via sampans as Seawolves and Black Pony air strikes were
called in to destroy the remaining hootches and sampans in the hamlets.
There were four Viet Cong killed, one wounded, and three detained, and
one SEAL and two PRU's were slightly wounded., Damage inflicted by the
patrols and aircraft included: 1 sampan factory destroyed; 1 large tool
cache destrbyed; 19 hootches/structures destroyed; 4 structures damaged;
18 tunkers destroyed; 24 sampans destroyed; 1 sampan dameged; 1,100 ibs.
rice destroyed, and LO lbs, medicine captured., The interrogation of
detainees revealed that of those killed, one was the Chief Extortionist
of the area, one was the second in command and his wife was a commo~-

liaison cadre. One of the detainees was also a VC extortionist.

Seawolves had one of their biggest days on 6 October. .+hile enroute
to Sea Float, six sampars fully loaded with supplies were spotted about
16 miles southwest of the MATSB (VQ 7950). They were taken under fire

and destroyed. Three large secondary explosions were obscrved. The
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Seawclves returncd to the target area an hour later and sirnted several

VC atterpting to s-1vas» supilies from the sunken sampans. They struck
again dest:oying two more sampans while suppressing light autuzatic weapons
fire. Tw> W-12'3 uni 3lack Ponics 101 and 103 were directed to the scene
and sunk three more sanpans. At 1215H the Seawolves were again airborne
and d estroyed seven losded sampans. Later in the afternoon, whiie on a
visual reconnaissance patrol with SEAL's aboard, the Seawolves spotted
several camouflaged sazsans gnd destroyed five and damaged two others,

On this strike Seawolf 11 was hit by A/4 fire, but there were no casualties,
The total destruction for the Seawolves was three VG killed (2 body count,
one probabls) and 20 sarpans and 1,000 pounds of supplies destroyed, The
Black Ponies probably killed two VC and destroyed three sampans.

Underwater Demolition Team 12 (UDT 12) and two Kit Carson Scouts
conducted a Sea Float mission on 13 October along the Cua Long River
about eight miles east of Sea Float (WQ 165 680). The troops were embarked
on the T-4 with T~9 in company. After inserting the troops on the south
bank of the Cua Lon River the USS CROCKETT (TP 88) stoodby for support.
Following a troop sweep to the east which destroyed bunkers ard structures,
they were extracted and returned to Sea Float, The operation resulted in

27 bunkers and four structures destroyed. There was mo contact made with

the enemy.

Early on the morning of 13 October, SEAL Team ONE, Detachment GOLF
accompanied by a Kit Carson Scout conducted an intelligence and recon=
naissance patrol on an unnamed canal off the Cua Lon River about 16
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kilomet.>rs east of Old Nam Can (4Q 151 685). The patraldeparted Sea
Float by ICPL and were inserted along the cansl where they traveled ?
north along the west bank, At 0820 a motorized sampan moving south ,
was hailed, a.nd when two male occupants atteapted to evade, they were

taken under fire and killed, A short time later a sampin with two

occupants was detained. The patrol then proceeded in the sampans south

to the insertion point where the LCPL took the sampans in tow and returned

them to Sea Float. Thofe were two Viet Cong killed and two detained, The
SEAL's captured three sampans, two engines and one kilo of documents, and
destroyed two engines, 1,500 pounds of ries, 20 gallous of gas, 20 gallons

of kerosens, 50 pounds of sugar, one box of engine tools and five gallons

of liquor,

A See Float mission was conducted on 16 Octchsr along the Rach Buong
about four miles east of the Soa Float MATSB (WQ 074 675) with the following
units: PCFts 36, 31, 72 and 82, River Assault Craft T-%, T-9, T-13 and
2~2, USS CROCKETT (FG 88), two Seawolves, two OV-10, =0 and UDT teams,
and Regional Force troops. The RAC units and PCF's ertered the Rach Buong
and commenced prep fire of both banks, while the OV-10!s placed strikes
in the area, '“hile the preparatory fire was in progress the enemy fire
whieh included one B-40 rocket hit T-4 on the port side, an 8lmm rocket
embedded in T-9, one claymore detonated alongside T-i, one claymore detonated
#longside T-13 and AXK-47 fire was recoin;i. After this had been suppressed,
the troops were inserted 100 meters from the site of the arbush and swept
to the north along the east bank. They found a nine bunker and trench
complex and various weapons and munitions which were destroyed by the
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ECD ard UDT personnel. Two samzins jJettisoning cargo were spotted bty

the Seawolves and destroyed, An 8lmm rocket was found embedded in the
T-4 and was removed and destroyed by EOD personnel. Ths "Swift"™ bosts
took the ambush site under 8lma fire., There were nine bunkers and one
structure destroyed in the operation, while the ground forces destroyed
five claymore mines, one B-40 rocket, one 8Lma rocket, two 8lmm rocket
launching tubes, one B-40 rocket launching tube and several grenades and
electrical firing mechanisms. There were no friendly casualties and only

minor material damge to the RAC units,

LSSL HQ 223 embarked 20 mexbers of the VNN reaction force and Under-
water Demolition Tean 12, Detactment GOLF at the Sea Float Annex on the
norning of 21 October for a ground sweep just east of the Sea Float Anexx
(WQ 105 700), The UDT destroyed bunkers encountered during the pstrol,
There was no enemy contact as the troops were imnerted at two other

" locations for sweeps, The troops were extracted about moen and returned

to the Sea Float Annex without ineident, The UDT destroyed 22 tunkere

ard four structures., Thers wveis mo friendly casualties,

SEAL Tesam ONE, Detachmert GOLF and 2 Kit Carson Scouts conducted a
mission on the night of 22-23 October that was designed to obtain
intelligence on & PO4 camp located north of the Song Cua Lon about 16
kilonct;u east of Old Nam Can (WQ 153 685). The SEAL!'s departed Sea
Fleat via an ICPL, transited the Song Cua Lon and were inserted oa aa
unn;inod canal where they patrolled 300 meters to the surveillanes site,
At O3L4L5H on the morning of the 23rd a sampan approached the site. lWhea

CON FIDENTIAL 62

atisioe al, 1a



L e T T S UE——
— - - s g, i SO B e e st - et 2w -k

CONFIDENTIAL

it was hailed by the KCS, it attempted to evade., It was immediately
taken under fire and burst into flames from the gasoline engine and fuel
supply. The sampan was searched until the flames became too intense.

The team proceeded to the extraction point and were returned to Sea Float.
There were four Viet Cong killed and no friendly casualties. A small
amount of -edigino was captured and one sampan, two gas engine, 1,000
pounds of rice and 500 pounds of yams were destroyed.

63 CONFIDENTIAL

P = ]

e e L e 8 At

—— ——



CUGAIFIDENTIAL

Statistical Section
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